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The  tendency  of  passing  from  the  internalization  to  the  globalization  of  the  economic  life  was  an 
outstanding  feature  of  the  business  background  evolution  on  worldwide  scale-  during  20th  century.  This 
tendency  was  to  be  noticed  in  the  field  of  the  commercial  transactions  (the  spreading  out  of  the  world 
commerce), of the foreign investments (output internationalization), of the organizational business structures 
(firm internationalization).  
 




A characteristic feature of the business medium’s evolution on a world scale – in the second half 
of the XX century, has built the tendency to pass from internalization to globalizing the economic life. 
This  tendency  has  subscribed  also  in  the  commercial  transaction  domain  (the  world  commerce 
expansion),  of  investments  in  foreign  countries  (product  internationalization),  of  organizational 
business structures (the company’s internationalization). 
In the last decade, under the influence of numerous factors of economic, technologic and politic 
nature, the internationalization process has entered a new phase, which of emerging a global economy, 
built on an interdependence system in commerce, production, services and the financial domain. 
Actual  world  economy  is  characterized  by  a  new  technological  base,  by  extending  and 
intensifying international commercial transactions, modifying the rapports of force in the economical 
and  political-military  plan  and  a  new  modality  of  defining  the  relation  between  national  and 
international. 
 
2. Methodological Background 
Showing the economic relationships  on  a  world  plan  and creating an  international business 
medium was realized by two big processes: the growing world commerce and fast development of the 
investments in foreign countries. 
International commerce has known, in the past two decades, a powerful and almost constant 
expansion, devastating the growth of the industrial production, and PIB on a world scale. This way, in 
1950-1998, the world commerce has grown (in constant prices) for 87 times, while the industrial 
production has grown 9,5 times, and PIB by 8,5 times. This means that, for the world countries, a large 
part of production is realized by exports and imports, that the interdependence of the national economy 
in the productive and commercial domain have intensified. 
Accentuating  international  interdependences  by  the  commercial  fluxes  results  from  a  major 
mutation, which has took place in the world commerce domain: the pass from structures and reports of 
base products type contrary to manufactured products (intersectorial interdependences) and than to 
changing the products in a frame of branches and under branches of industry or in the frame of a group 
of products (intraindustrial interdependences). The developing of the intraindustrial commerce reflects 
the process of progressive deepness of the international division of work in the decades after closing 
the last world configuration. 
On the other hand, statistic dates concerning the geographic distribution of world commerce 
shows us that the internationalization process has not developed in a homogenous way in the frame of Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences            
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the world economy. Indeed, in the year 1998, the different procedures of groups of countries in the 
international  commerce  was  the  following:  developed  countries  66,6%,  countries  still  developing 
29,6%, countries with an economy in transition 3,8%. The difference between the groups of countries 
is more accentuated if we refer to the changes in the manufactured/industrial products; in this case, the 
numbers  are  the  following:  (Export:)  developed  countries  71%,  countries  in  development  25,7%, 
countries in transition 2,9%. 
And  so,  the  internationalization  process  was  realized  integrally  on  the  globe,  a  powerful 
concentration of the interdependence between the developed countries being manifested, in the race in 
frame  of  the  USA  “triads”  –  Occidental  Europe  –  Japan.  The  weight  of  the  three  in  the  world 
commerce in the year 1997 was the following: occidental Europe 37%, USA 14,7%, Japan 7%. 
 
3. Main factors with effect in developing the commercial relationships in the contemporaneous 
period 
Developing  the  commercial  relationships  in  the  contemporaneous  period  was  the  result  of 
numerous factors, in which we remind: 
￿  Technical progress, which has had direct impact and over the international commerce. If 
since the ’60s it was talking about the pass from industrial society to the post-industrial society, hardly 
in the past two decades the nature and accounts of this become to be visible. In the economic domain, 
these  are  synthesized  in  the  “informational  economy”  collocation,  which  is  based  on  new 
technologies. 
Technical progress determinates in a direct way the depth of the international division of work, 
studying more and more the intra-industrial and intra-product type specialization; on the other hand, 
this impact is limited to the countries and zones in which is affirmed and valued the technological 
advance. In other words, the international commerce is extended there where conditions needed exist 
for  manufacturing  the  technical  progress.  On  the  other  hand,  actual  technological  developments, 
especially  in  the  industry  domain  of  elaboration,  tend  to  modify  the  premises  to  compete  in  the 
international businesses. So, the countries which are based on intensive industrial exports in manual 
labor  risk  losing,  in  terms  of  competitive  position,  in  the  new  conditions  on  the  world  market. 
Concomitantly, the new material industry departures the natural limits of the growth and reduce the 
rent associated to some products considered irreproducible. 
￿  The  accentuated  production  of  international  commerce,  in  the  second  half  of  the  XX 
century was owed to tendencies of imposing liberalism. The economical performances obtained in the 
occidental  countries  by  promoting  the  market  economy  and,  in  contrast,  economic  failure  of  the 
command at the end of the ‘80s, have represented a clear argue and economic doctrine. 
The  fast  development  of  the  international  commerce  was  valorized  by  the  freechangable 
orientation of the commercial politics in the main countries participating at the world market. At the 
same  time, following the export  successful  example of Southern-East  Asia (Japan, South  Coreea, 
Taiwan, etc.) a huge number of developing countries have adopted economic growth strategies based 
on the export stimulation. 
An  essential  role  in  eliminating  the  tariff  and  untariffed  barriers  from  the  international 
commerce way has revert GATT/OMC. In exchange, the United Nations Conference for Commerce 
and  Development,  which  has  purposed  to  contribute  to  the  instauration  of  some  more  equitable 
relations between North and South Coreea and promote an international commerce put in the growth 
and development service, has entered, after a period of intense militates, in the ‘70s, in a persistent 
cone of shadow. 
￿  Liberalization  of  commerce  in  the  last  decades  of  the  XX  century,  it  is  shown  in  the 
following  distinctive  characteristics:  it  has  a  starting  point  the  developed  “center”  of  the  world 
economy, constitutes a dominant tendency  on a world scale, even if the elements of protectionism are 
meet in the realities North-North and even in North-South; they have a base institutionalized on a 
world level, represented usually by OMC and other organizations of global or regional vocation; it is 
applied not only in the commercial relations domain, but also in the one of financial international 
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￿  Another contributing factor to the development of international commerce is represented 
by the processes of economic regional integration. If these processes have been taken in different 
forms  and  at  different  intensities  in  the  developed  world  and  in  those  in  transition,  the  greatest 
example is represented by the integration of the East European countries in the European Union. 
The integrationist organization has proven that, in a short historical period, a special capacity of 
training new members, which reflects the expansion tendency of the project at a continental scale. 
More to that, the European Union’s performances demonstrate the deep progressive integration in the 
intra-communitarian space and, in parallel, the growing role of the Union as a centre of economic and 
commercial  power  in  the  world  economy.  Statistic  dates  confirm  those  above.  This  way,  the 
ponderation of the European Union in the world commerce was 40,4% in 1991 and 37,6% in 1998. 
In what concerns the outer investments we can appreciate that these differ from the international 
commerce by many aspects. If the commercial relationships presume interdependence between parts 
of money-product relationships (supply-market), outer investments create and develop direct reports in 
the  production  domain.  Economically,  an  investment  in  a  foreign  country  implies  an  option  for 
internationalizing the economical activity, in the character of products, goods and services. 
Analyzing  direct  outer  investments,  we  observe  that  these  purpose  the  implication  of  the 
investor in the company’s management in the host country, him taking part of the apportionment of 
the profits and the business risks. This can be realized by funding a new company, or buying a set of 
actions  from  a  company  of  the  foreign  country.  In  a  conventional  way  it  is  considered  that  the 
acquisition  of  a  cote  of  over  10%  of  the  social  capital  of  a  foreign  company  represents  a  direct 
investment. 
If  the  commercial  operations  are  based  on  the  relation  of  type  debtor-creditor,  the  outer 
investments  lead  to  the  stabilization  between  partners  of  some  reports  based  on  the  spirit  of 
association. 
The partners are associates, not buyers or sellers, and have in the background of the company a 
position determined usually by the cote owned in the social capital. And so, the business relationships 
don’t have an impermanent or strict character limited by time, but to gain a durability and permanence 
character. 
As it is known in the second half of the XX century, the process that indicates the increasing of 
economic interdependences has carried on in more stages: the 50’-70’s, characterized by the expansion 
of the international commerce; the 70’-80’s, in which the international financial relationships gain a 
special importance; the 90’s, in which the passing from internationalization towards globalization in 
world economy takes place. 
A series of aspects of the social-economic life from our days reflect the process of globalization: 
the global nature of science and technology; even if the main sources of the technical progress are 
concentrated in the developed world, the scientific research is based on global resources, and putting 
the technology to application concerns global interests; the global marketing: the marketing strategy of 
the  companies  respond  to  the  globalization  requests  and  promote  this  process  (universal  marks, 
(“focusing” the consume, advertising culture etc.); the world financial system: the “symbolic” world 
economy is based on a network that implicates, at a global scale, the bank institutions and the capital 
market agents, national reglementation systems, international finance systems etc.; the communication 
infrastructure: the technical progress has permitted to perfect the material communication systems 
(transports), the realization of a mass-media cover at a world scale (CNN) and, especially, instituting a 
global network of transmission/reception of information (INTERNET); the world institutional frame: a 
series of organizations of governmental nature (the ONU system) or nongovernmental (ONG) promote 
the  discussions  and  actions  that  concern  the  global  problematic:  pollution,  criminality,  sub-
development etc. 
The main economic processes that sustain the tendency of globalization are manifested in the 
domains of production and services (generally, financial); and the fundamental promoter force is the 
multinational society. 
Under  the  impact  of  the  determinant  factors  of  the  internationalization  process  it  has  been 
produced a growing expansion of the international division of work, with the tendency to construct a 
system of interdependences on a global scale. Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences            
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Even if in the post-war years it has been determined a zone of large concentration of exchanges 
– “the triad” – in the world work division network there have been attracted progressively new states 
and groups of states: the new industrialized countries, and, in the last decade, the Middle and East 
Europe countries. This state of things demonstrates that globalization is the formation of a global 
economy that involves regional specificity. 
The  process  of  globalization  is  simulated  also  by  the  interdependent  development  of 
international commerce and the outer investments in foreign countries. Compared to other historic 
times, at the present more and more companies, and firstly the multinational societies, adopt business 
strategies that involve directly the global state, the world market in ensemble. In the frame of these 
strategies,  there  are  practiced  different  forms  of  international  transactions  –  from  the  category  of 
commerce, of cooperation or forms of implantation – or combinations of these. 
Globalization  is  helped  by  the  creation  of  commerce  effects  too,  which  are  generated  by 
different regional integrationist groups or institutional arrangements – or multilateral. These because 
in the conditions in which there is manifested a strong tendency of fond towards globalization, all the 
regional  concentration  zones  of  commerce  or  international  arrangements  made  to  simulate  the 
companies to compete tend to be attracted in the world commercial circuit and to be subordinated to 
the dominant trend. 
The essential role of globalization is constituted by the multinational society. By the available 
data in the middle of the past decade of the XX century, in an average of 45% of the total selling of the 
multinational  societies  are  represented  by  exports;  these  societies  control  almost  totally  the 
international commerce with base products; and the finite industrial product markets are mostly global 
(meaning electronics, the main powerful industry in the productive annual system). 
On the other hand, since over two decades ago a substantial cote from the developed countries 
exports (above 50% from the American exports, almost 80% of the Britannic exports) and of the new 
industrialized states (over 90% for Singapore, above 40% from Brazil) are generated by multinational 
societies. From where the conclusion that “world economy is formed so by the process of market 
globalization”. 
If  the  development  of  the  international  commerce  reflects  the  extension  process  of  the 
international division of work and market globalization, the remarkable growth of the importance of 
intra-industrial commerce (in the frame of some industrial subsides, of some groups of products or 
intra-product) expresses the process of depth of international division of work. 
To this process correspond tendencies of world integration of production, which is generated 
and  controlled  by  the  multinational  societies.  The  cote  from  the  internationalized  production 
(estimated on the base of the multinational societies activities volume in the country of origin and the 
selling of their subsidiaries in foreign countries) reached in 1998 32% of PNB for USA, 24% for Japan 
and 42% for Holland. 
The main mechanisms of internationalization and globalization of production are represented 
by: the productive valuing of a technology in foreign countries by license or other forms of transfer of 
technology towards mixed societies, subsidiaries or branches from third countries; delocalization of 
production  by  subcontracting  and  creating  an  international  productive  system  of  cooperation  in 
productions at an international scale; realizing fusions and acquisitions constituted by large industrial 
groups at a global scale. 
The internationalization of production is doubled by the internationalization of services, in a 
process that reflects in the world economic circuit the post-war tendency of growth of the third sectors 
importance  again,  in  report  with  the  secondary  sector,  in  economy.  And  in  this  process  the 
multinational societies play the role of driving forces. These processes are tightly bounded, so that we 
can talk about a kind of third-industrial global complex. The new technologies tend to industrialize the 
production  of  services  and  to  thriven  the  productivity  of  goods.  Two  categories  of  services  have 
contributed  in  a  decisive  way,  especially  in  the  years  80’  and  90’,  at  globalizing  the  business 
relationships: the consulting and financial ones. 
 
 
 Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences Journal of Applied Economic Sciences            




The third and multinational societies have begun implicated more and more in transactions by 
the  financial  international  markets;  they  are  diversified  towards  financial  activities,  they  are 
“financializing”. Even this diversity of activities – industrial, third, financial – integrated in a network 
of conglomerate fives the specific of global multinationals. 
On the other hand, the financial operations of the large international banks and the multinational 
societies drive to integrating the international financial markets, and the capitals movement tends to 
become in a large state autonomous, in report with the finance of production and exchanges. 
A financial global private system is in course of becoming a structure, including the network of 
multinationals, commercial and investment banks, Euromarkets, markets of derived financial products, 
the  large  financial  world  markets,  which  show  generally  the  process  of  internationalization  and 
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